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The tables below provide the following data for each county in California, grouped by local Catholic Charities Agency: 

Total population: Estimates of population by county and statewide for July 2009. (U.S. Census Bureau) 

Living below the 
federal poverty 
line: 

This statistic is defined as the number of people with income at or below 100% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines in 2009. (U.S. 
Census Bureau) 

Unemployed: The number and percent of people in California who were unemployed as of June 2011, out of the total Civilian Labor Force (N = 
18.1 million, statewide). (California Employment Development Division) 

Eligible for 
CalFresh but not 
participating: 

2010 estimate of the number of individuals who are income eligible but not participating in CalFresh, calculated according to the 
formula below. (California Food Policy Advocates). Program Access Index is the participation rate as calculated by CFPA. 

(# of Income-Eligible Individuals) x (1 – Program Access Index*) =  # of Income-Eligible Non-Participants 

NOTE: CalFresh participation presented differently from the last report. Previous report calculated non-participants based on total 
eligible in each county multiplied by average statewide non-participation rate of 52%. This report calculates non-participants 
according to county-specific participation rates. For each county, inverse of participation rate is multiplied by total eligibles. 

Eligible for EITC 
but not receiving: 

Number of tax returns eligible for EITC but not receiving; based on EITC Payments to California Residents, and Estimated 
Unclaimed EITC Payments, by County and Selected Cities (2006). (IRS) 

* Percentage = non-participating eligibles out of total eligibles. Total eligibles = EITC returns + estimated unclaimed EITC returns. 

Cost of Living: 
Number and percent of households below the self-sufficiency standard. The self-sufficiency standard is a county-by-county 
measure of the cost of living; households below this standard do not have sufficient income to cover basic expenses like 
childcare, transportation, healthcare, and food. 
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